In July 1918, the leaders of the American Zionist Medical Unit (AZMU), the forerunner of the Hadassah Medical Organization, “arrived in Paris … only the next morning did [Adolph] Hubbard [the group’s administrator] learn that the AZMU had been given the official status of official guests by the French government because Baron Edmond de Rothschild had assumed ‘sponsorship’ of the group.

“… Hubbard, Alice [Seligsberg] and engineer Louis Cantor called on the Baron who was so impressed by their mission that he agreed to their request to turn over the Rothschild Hospital in Jerusalem to the Unit and to help maintain it financially. The Baron authorized James de Rothschild to draw up a contract.
“ … the agreement provided that while the Unit would be responsible for managing the hospital, it would always carry the Rothschild name. The three-year contract likewise provided that the furnishings and equipment would be returned to the Rothschilds on its expiration. But that provision was never invoked. 

“… the hospital remained in Hadassah’s hands and subventions form the House of Rothschild continued until 1940 [and the outbreak of World War II].”
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